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Dear Readers, MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTORS

We take great pleasure in sharing with you the annual report for 2019-2020. This year, apart from sustaining the
activities in the four thematic areas - capacity building, community development, economic development, and
psycho-social support, we focused on strengthening the capacities of the leaders at the grassroots level with the aim
to empower the community-based institutions. Federation and Self Help Group ( SHG) leaders were given specific
training in financial literacy and leadership skills to perform better. Training events organized on ‘civil rights and the
roles and responsibilities of the public under the Panchayat Raj Act’ were very useful to the participants to know
their rights and duties.

AVVAI, a sustainable financial model for education and empowerment of girls, continues to support the daughters
of the SHG members to pursue education. WDI .Inc also helps in financing the students from the most vulnerable
families for higher education. During this year, we had a positive collaboration with the Indian Bank to benefit more
families financially through the Self Help Groups.

AVAL, a social enterprise supported by our team, has added a new collection designed by an intern from NID
(National Institute of Design). This year the unit also made its presence visible in more online and offline stores.

We continue to collaborate with various units of Auroville and community-based organizations in our area by
mutually sharing the skills and experience for the benefit of the communities.

‘The Covid 19 pandemic has just started to show its presence in India and we do not know what is in store for India
and our working area. We all keep our fingers crossed.

Our sincere gratitude for all you - donors, friends, and volunteers since it is the trust and support that you repose in
us, that keeps us moving forward.

Anbu & Moris
Co-Directors
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» Villupuram district

WHERE WE WORK

We are functioning in Vanur block of the Villupuram
district, which is one of the most backwards districts in
‘Tamil Nadu as per the State Human Development Report
2017. This is one of the bottom five districts of Tamil Nadu.

We operate in 34 panchayats and 75 settlements, in a
radius of approximately 25 km around Auroville,
integrating all sections of society; irrespective of caste,
class, race & gender, with a shared dream of a sustainable
future for all.

To date, we have impacted around 50% of the
communities of the Vanur block and have developed into
a reliable organization for positive change, fostering
socio-economic development through democracy-
building and social advocacy.
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Community

This program is built on the values of Unity,

Equality, and Harmony. We strive to foster an E Im p owerine nt

atmosphere of solidarity, and ownership among

the people through various interventions. We are Hea lth C a mPS

providing novel programs and opportunities to

over 6,500 women and men, members of Self Help Su miner Ca mpS
Groups (SHG) and Community based

Organisations to grow and expand their skills. Self Awa reness C a mps
Help Groups (SHG's), federation leaders, sports o

persons, students, elected and traditional leaders, C OININuUIl ltY .

and teachers in the working area are encouraged C e ],e b T a t 1 O 9] S

to become collectively responsible to organize

themselves, co-create, and to implement positive

Inter-caste Exchanges

solutions in their villages.




2090 women participated in 8 women seminars

41 medical camps benefited 2219 people

457 women participated in 17 Udhayam Women's Federation meeting

women participated in the training to women's federation and leaders

64

Panchayat governance & Grama Sabha

Q77 women participatedin 3 inter-caste exchanges
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302 women participated inthe Women's Day celebration at AVAG
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255 women participated in the Pongal celebration

6 eye campsbenefited 474 people

35 women participatedin 4 focus group discussion for single women

48 children participated in the summer camp
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48 Children participated i the
annual Summer Camp










This program aims to expand social awareness and
to nurture each individual's capacity for self-
empowerment and skill development to build a
better future. Members in our network participate
in a series of seminars, workshops, training and
meetings that are geared to equip the communities
with the right tools and confidence to bring about
the change they wish to see within themselves, their
villages and society as a whole. Topics covered are
water and waste management, disaster
management, menstrual health, gender issues,
healthy food habits or medicinal plants.
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